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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive research was to determine the
level of anxiety, needs and receipt of needs response of the
critically ill families. The conceptual framework for this study is
Aguilera’s Crisis Theory. The study was conducted in the surgical
intensive care unit of Ramathibodi hospital, during the period of
December 1994 to February 1995. Ninety purposive samples consisted
of parents, spouses, and children of the critically ill patients.
Anxiety level was neasured by the State-Trait Anxiety Inventory form
X-1 developed by Spielberger. The reliability,tested by Cronbach alpha
coefficient was .88. The needs and the receipt of needs response
were assessed by The Critical Care Family Needs Inventory (CCFNI)
developed by Molter. Content validity was establish by submitting the
questionaire to three clinical nursing expertists. Their reliability
tested by Cronbach alpha coefficient were .94 and .92 respectively.

The result of the study show that the anxiety level of
the critically i1l families was high (M = 59.89 + 9.52) and - was
significantly positive related with needs (p <.01). The parents,

spouses and children reported no significant differences for all six



categories of needs. The most important needs was to reduce anxiety,
the secondly was to obtain information, and the least important need
was the for support and ventilation. The most of the receipt of needs
response was to be helpful to the patient and the 1least was support
and ventilation. The result of this study can guide the nurse to
provide the care plan for the critically ill families to meet their

real needs.





