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ABSTRACT

Cancer is the life-threatening disease. Acute leukemia is the
most CORRON malignancy in children. At present, leukemic children
especially in acute lymphoblastic leukemia can be cured with effective
chemotherapy in approximately 85-70 percent of cases. However, when
the mothers know that their children have acute leukemia, the majority
of them are afraid of dying child and become anxiety throughout the
courses of treament. In addition, during treament leukemic children
have suffered from the side effects of chemotherapy which further
aggravates more fear and anxiety to their mothers. Thus, the objective
of this study was to investigate the effects of group support on
anxiety and ‘care behavior in mothers with leukemic children. The study
was designed as quasi experimental research. The population sample

was composed of 16 mothers of leukemic children who were diagnosed as




acute lymphoblastic leukemia and were treated at Hematology unit,
Department of Pediatrics, Siriraj Hospital. The sample was divided
into 2 groups; the first eight mothers were assigned as control group
and the next eight mothers were assigned as experimental group. The
experimental group participated in the group support conducted by the
researcher while the control group received the routine care and advice

from the health tean. Data were collected by interviewing care

behavior and anxiety of the mothers two times as pre-test and post-test.

Statistics used in the data analysis was ANCOVA by using pre-test

scores as covariate.

The results were as follows.

1. The Caring behavior score of the mothers with leukenmic
children in the experimental group was statistically higher than that
of the control group. (p<.001)

2. The anxiety score of the mothers with leukemic children
in the experimental group was stitistically loweer than that of the
control group. (p<.o05)

Based on the results of this study, it is recommended that the
health team caring for 1leukemic children should be aware of the
importance of providing group support for the mothers with leukemic
children. Support group can reduce anxiety and improve care behavior
of the mothers. Further study should be conducted in the mothers with
children suffering from other cancers who are treated with various

schemes of chemotherapy.






