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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this cross-sectional study was to assess the relationship
between exposure to sexually explicit content via the Internet, and the sexual
knowledge and behavior of adolescents in Bangkok. The respondents were 362
adolescents, who were studying in secondary schools of the General Education
Department in Bangkok. Data were collected by using self-administered questionnaires
from 15 December 2002 to 31 January, 2003. Statistics used for data analysis were
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, Multiple Classification Analysis,
Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient and Mann-Whitney U Test .

The results revealed that the majority of respondents (65.7 %) had exposure to
sexually explicit material via the Internet. As regards a reason 46.6 % reported that
they needed to search for knowledge, 23.1% reported that they needed to stimulate and
release their sexual desire. Concerning sexual knowledge of the respondents, 46.7 %
had a high level of knowledge, 45.6 % had a moderate level of knowledge and only 7.7
| % had a low level of knowledge. Regarding sexual behavior, 47.2% had masturbated,
9.7 % had engaged in homosexual contact and 17.4 % had ever had coitus. As for the
relationship between general characteristics and the exposure to sexually explicit
content via the Internet, only gender and income were significant related to the
frequency of exposure to sexually explicit content on the Internet. While only gender
was significantly related to the duration. About the relationship between exposure to
sexually explicit content via the Internet, sexual knowledge and behavior; It was found
that the frequency of exposure to sexually explicit content via the Internet was related
to all sexual behaviors with a statistically significant (p < 0.05), as for sexual
knowledge it was nonsignificant. Beside the duration of exposure, having exposure to
sexually explicit content was related to some sexual behaviors, and nonsignificantly
with sexual knowledge. Finally, in the comparison between general characteristics and
sexual knowledge and behavior only gender was strongly different.

The results suggested that the correct advice should be given to adolescents
concerning exposure to sexually explicit content on the Internet.
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