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The objective of this study is to study attitudes towards induced
abortion and services supporting women with unplanned pregnancy. Data for analysis
were taken from the project titled “Community-based Census on the Pregnancy
History of Women in Thailand”, conducted by the Population Council, Bangkok
office.

The sample of 518 respondents was comprised of women aged between 15-49
from a community in a Central region province. The largest proportion of respondents
was aged 40 to 44 (15.5 percent). The mean age is 36.3. Over two-thirds of women
(68.9 percent) had a primary school level education or lower, 73.4 percent were
economically active, and 69.9 percent were currently married. Only 8.3 percent of the
respondents knew nothing about abortion, although only 3.3 percent received the full
score for the abortion information index.

The very positive attitudes of respondents toward abortion and toward services
supporting women with unplanned pregnancy are clearly seen by the findings. The
majority of respondents recorded the maximum scores on the indexes of attitudes
towards induced abortion and attitudes towards services supporting women with
unplanned pregnancies. The mean scores on these indexes were 21.50 and 19.96,
respectively.

In the bivariate analysis, education, marital status, the number of children ever
born and the number of unplanned pregnancies of the respondents had statistically
significant relationships with attitudes towards induced abortion. There were
significant relationships between attitudes towards services supporting women with
unplanned pregnancies and the independent variables of number of children ever
born, information about abortion and attitudes towards induced abortion.

In multivariate analysis, education and number of unplanned pregnancies were
found to be significant predictors of variation in attitudes towards induced abortion.
Information on abortion and the marital status of the respondents were important
predictors of variation in attitudes towards services supporting women with unplanned
pregnancies. Attitudes towards abortion were the strongest predictor of variation in
attitudes towards services supporting women with unplanned pregnancies. The
experience of unplanned pregnancy had a major effect on the attitudes towards
induced abortion, which then had a significant impact on the variation in attitudes
towards services supporting women with unplanned pregnancy.






