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ABSTRACT

This study was a descriptive research aiming to examine preventive behaviors on
acute dengue haemorrhagic fever of mothers in Petchabun Province and the predictive power
of factors related to preventive behaviors comprising belief about acute dengue haemorrhagic
fever, age, education level, resources for the prevention of acute dengue haemorrhagic fever,
family income and social support in the prevention of acute dengue haemorrhagic fever. The
sample was comprised of 420 mothers with children aged 1 day to 14 years who took their
children to receive medical care at Samyaek Health Center, Bungnamtao Health Center,
Wangbarn Health Center, Borthai Health Center, Wangkhon Health Center and
Chalermprakiat Health Center. Data were collected with questionnaires and were subsequently
analyzed with descriptive statistics. The predictive power was calculated with the stepwise
multiple regression analysis.

The results of this study show that mothers had overall preventive behaviors on acute
dengue haemorrhagic fever at a fairly good level (M = 2.30, SD = .50). The performance of
preventive behaviors in the aspects of prevention of mosquito bites and eradication of fully
grown mosquitoes were at a good level (M = 2.68, SD = .42 and M = 2.60, SD = .63) and the
performance in the aspect of the elimination of mosquito breeding sites and mosquito larvae
was at a fairly good level (M = 2.17, SD = .60). Most subjects regularly conducted preventive
behaviors but a minority of the sample never conducted any activities for the prevention of
acute dengue haemorrhagic fever. Age, family income, resources for the prevention of acute
dengue haemorrhagic fever and social support in the prevention of acute dengue haemorrhagic
fever could predict preventive behaviors on acute dengue haemorrhagic fever by 59.60 percent
at a statistically significant level.

Referring to the results of this study, nurses could have more roles in the promotion
of preventive behaviors on acute dengue haemorrhagic fever of mothers in communities,
Families and the communities should also participate and provide mothers with both mental
and physical support in order to encourage preventive behaviors on acute dengue
haemorrhagic fever, especially for young mothers and for those with low incomes.
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