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The objectives of this study were to study the details of specialized media for public
health development in Surin in the form of cassette tapes from 1997-2001, which also
includes the public relations process : researching, planning, communicating and evaluating.
The study examined general content, characteristics of the content and categories of music
usage, as well. This study was a qualitative study. It used documentation methodology, a
survey for specialized media for public health development in Surin in the form of cassette
tapes from 1997-2001 and the interview method to collect information about the public
relations process.

The results of the study were as follows :

1) Specialized media for public health development in Surin in the form of cassette
tapes used from 1997-2001 were the anti-AIDS “Bridge the Gap” volume I and II albums,
which were produced in 1998 and 1999 respectively in the amount of 20,000 copies. These
albums received financial support from the NCA, an NGO for AIDS prevention.

2) The public relations process of the anti-AIDS “Bridge the Gap” albums began by
researching general AIDS situation in Surin. However, there has not been any specific
research before implementing the albums. Then, the provincial AIDS policy was planned, to
be in accordance with the National AIDS Prevention and Control Program (1997-2001). The
communication for the albums included human media, mass media and specialized media.
The committee for the production was from all levels, such as government officials and the
NGO sector. The major responsibilities were placed on the officials from the Public Health

Office of Surin. For the song presentations, old songs from the former anti-AIDS albums were
included and new songs were composed, as well. Both folksong artists and officials had the

role in songs composition. The distribution process of the anti-AIDS “Bridge the Gap”
albums was through three significant channels : wire broadcasting ({§B4®N&) , community
audio tower (¥2N329181111), and radio stations.

3) The characteristics of folk music in the anti-AIDS “Bridge the Gap”, volume I
and II albums, were divided into two main groups : to promote Surin province and to promote
AIDS prevention. The folk song styles used were Kun Trum (fiua3n), Mawlum (vnaan), Luk
Thung (3n¥i¥) and Likay (8tn).

For further study, the content of persuasive messages in folk media for development
can be thoroughly studied. There should be a study about the effect of development
communication by using a questionnaire which studies the listeners' reaction to the
development programs. The interview from the NCA, the NGO for financial support of the
anti-AIDS “Bridge the Gap” production, can be continued for future study. The study about the
comparison of the effectiveness between mass media and folk media can be continued also.
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