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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this survey research were to study the perceptions of local
people in Koh Chang on environmental problems resulting from tourism
development. The factors which affect local people’s perceptions, and opinions on
preventing and solving environmental problems in Koh Chang were also studied.
Questionnaires were used to survey 222 randomly selected houscholds from Koh
Chang District. Statistics employed were percentage(%), arithmetic mean (X), t-
test, and One way Analysis of Variance. Least Significant Difference Method was
used in the comparisons.

Results revealed that most heads of family perceived that environmental
problems resulting from tourism development were at the moderate to high level.
The factors that were significantly related to perceptions in environmental
problems resulting from tourism development, at < 0.05, were education, attitude
and knowledge in environmental conservation.

These findings suggest that government officers should provide residents
with more information and knowledge about environmental conservation;
moreover, the officers should support eco-tourism in order to preserve the natural
environment in Koh Chang. From the perceptions of Koh Chang’s people, refuse
problems and beach and scenery problems are the most important problems that
should be urgently adressesd.
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