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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this descriptive study is to explore the knowledge and
understanding, student-centered learning activities, advantages and problems/
constraints of the student-centered learning method, arranged by the nursing
instructors with different teaching experiences, educational levels, and training
experience. This includes the teaching method used in the Faculty of Nursing under
the Ministry of University Affairs. The sample was comprised of 170 nursing
instructors, teaching in the bachelor’s degree programme in nursing, 2001 academic
year, in 13 faculties. The data were collected by mail between July and November
2002.Results revealed that the overall mean scores of knowledge and understanding,
student-centered learning activities, and advantages of student-centered learning were
at a high level. The nursing instructors with different teaching and training experience
had significant difference in the overall perception of knowledge and understanding,
student-centered learning activities, opinions of advantages and problems in the
student-centered learning method. The nursing instructors who had more teaching and
training experience had higher mean scores than those with less experience and
without training experience. There was a significant difference in the nursing
instructors who had different educational levels about knowledge and understanding of]
this method. However, There was no significant difference in the overall perception of|
student-centered learning activities, or opinions of advantages and
problems/constraints in the student-centered learning method. The most popular
teaching method used was lecture, followed by clinical care conference, case
conference, demonstration, and small group discussion, respectively.
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