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ABSTRACT

The main purposes of this descriptive research were to describe characteristics of the
concepts of child-care agency and maternal caregiving behaviors upon febrile children
aged 3 months to 6 years, and to identify factors influencing matemal caregiving
behaviors upon febrile children aged 3 months to 6 years.

Orem’s general theory of mursing (1985) was used in this study. The sample consisted of 90
mothers who brought their febrile children with “a high fever” as a chief complaint to the
Pediatric Out-Patient Department of the Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital The
subjects were selected by purposive sampling between August and October 2002. A three-part
qushmmwasusedtowﬂwﬂledamgrap}ncdata,dﬂd-mreagmcyfbrfever
management, and maternal caregiving behaviors upon febrile children aged 3 months to 6
years. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and multiple linear regression.

The results of this study indicated that a majority of the mothers had high score for
child-care agency and maternal caregiving behaviors (X = 205.76, SD = 20.39 and X = 51,
SD = 6.31 respectively). However, they had some limitations regarding child-care agency,
especially knowledge about thermometer utilization and complications of fever, and
capability to calmly manage the fever. They also had some inappropriate maternal care-
giving behaviors, particularly thermometer application and tepid sponging duration.

Hierarchical multiple regression showed that in the first step, all basic conditioning factors,
ncluding educated duration, experiences in febrilechild care, and information resources about
febrile-child care, could account for 49.4 % of the variance in maternal caregiving behaviors
(p< .001). In the final step, all basic conditioning factors and child-care agency could
together account for 59.3 % of the variance in maternal caregiving behaviors (p< .001).

It was then concluded that mothers of febrile-children aged 3 months to 6 years
who had high education, many febrile-child care experiences, many information
resources, and a high level of child-care agency would have appropriate caregiving
behaviors. Thus, in order to maintain a high level of child-care agency, and to adjust
the limitations of child-care agency and promote the appropriateness of maternal
caregiving behaviors upon febrile children aged 3 months to 6 years, nurses have to create
an appropriate supportive-educative nursing system based on all of the above variables.
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