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A descriptive study was conducted in children with Jeukemia receiving
chemotherapy. Piper's Integrated Fatigue Model was used as a conceptual framework
for this study. Purposes of this study were: (1) to describe fatigue; (2) to examine
relationships between temperature, anxiety, and fatigue; (3) to compare the differences
in nausea/vomiting, treatment stages, sex, and fatigue. A sample of 80 leukemia
children attending the Outpatient Oncology Clinic of the Pediatric Department,
Ramathibodi Hospital, the Pediatric Oncology-Hematology Clinic of King
Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital, the Pediatric Oncology-Hematology Clinic of
Pramongkutklao Hospital, and the Pediatric Oncology-Hematology Clinic of Queen
Sirikit National Institute of Children Health was recruited by using purposive
sampling from April to June 2002. The questionnaires used to collect data were the
Demographic Characteristics and Clinical Data Form, the Fatigue Symptom Checklist,
the Anxiety Questionnaire, and the Nausea/Vomiting Questionnaire. The data were

analyzed by using descriptive statistics and inferential statistics.

Results indicated that children with leukemia receiving chemotherapy
experienced low fatigue. As to the relationship, there was a low positive relationship
between anxiety and fatigue (r = .277, p<.05), but no statistically significant
relationship was found between temperature and fatigue (p>.05). In addition, there
were no significant differences of fatigue between patients who had different

nausea/vomiting, treatment stages and sex (p>.05).

The results of this study suggest that nurses should assess fatigue and other
etiology factors and help to relieve fatigue in children with leukemia receiving

chemotherapy.
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