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The purpose of this research is to evaluate the outcome of a project to evaluate the
prevalence of HIV infection among Cambodian labourers; evaluating their knowledge, perception of
AIDS and risk behavior; and then to determine the correlation between knowledge, perception of AIDS
and risk behavior.

804 Cambodian labourers and 1,195 members of Thai population along the Thai-
Cambodia border in Sakaew Province. It also included the evaluation of 42 local health officers
responsible for HIV surveillance among foreign labourers and Thai population along Thai-Cambodian
border of Sakaew Province. Data collection took place between 10 December 2001 and 5 March 2002.

The results of this research showed that the prevalence of HIV infection among
Cambodian labourers aged between 15-60 years was 4.01% in February 2000 and increased to 5.62%
in August 2000. About 16.6% had high risk behavior; 72.9% had a good level of knowledge; and
70.1% bad a moderate level of perception. Cambodian workers with different characteristics had
different levels of risk behavior (p<0.001). Knowledge was not related to risk behavior. Their overall
| perception was inversely related to risk behavior (p=0.049). With the stepwise multiple regression, it
was found that gender, perception of benefits, age, perception of severity, farming labourers and
knowledge in combination could explain the variation of behavior among Cambodian labourers at
26.1%. For the Thai population, about 3.9% had high risk behavior; 78.8% had a good level of
knowledge; and 53.0% had a moderate level of perception. The Thai population members with
different characteristics had different levels of risk behavior (p<0.001). Knowledge and perception of
AIDS were inversely related to risk behavior (p<0.001). With the stepwise multiple regression, it was
found that gender, knowledge, income, age, perception of susceptibility in combination could explain
the variation of behavior among the Thai population at 17.6%. Results of this research when compared
to the indicators showed that the perception of both Cambodian labourers and the Thai population was
lower than the estimated. About 15.7% of Cambodian labourers had a good level of perception
compared to the 50% target. About 46.7% of Thai population had a good level of perception compared
to the 60% target. The level of knowledge and behavior exceeded the target. The performance
evaluation of local health officers (47.6%) was at a good level.

The suggestions for the improvement at local area level includes implementation of an
interaction-based education process, improving health education methods, facilitating the accurate
perception regarding other routes of transmission and prevention, providing proactive services at
workplaces, working closely with Cambodian public health authorities for the continuation of
- education campaigns, providing free condoms or subsidizing their sale, and reducing the operation of
Cambodian indirect commercial sex workers. Similarly for the Thai population, AIDS education is
needed the emphasis on its prevention and severity. Co-ordinating with the relevant organizations in
the areas, both public and private, to provide information and co-operation, and provide sufficient
condoms either free of charge or at lower price, are also suggested. For provincial officers, it is
recommended that they should co-ordinate with relevant provincial level organizations, both public and
private, in Thailand and Cambodia, organize a complete surveillance plan between Thailand and
Cambodia, and evaluate outcomes of project regularly to adjust strategy to match with problems in the
area. In addition, they should determine the number of condoms needed per year and then request for
the prompt and sufficient supplies of condoms from the government and private organizations and
provide resources necessary for the operation of such project.
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