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ABSTRACT

The objective of this cross-sectional research was to assess the practice of
children’s rights and to determine the factors related to the practice of children’s rights
of mothers of early adolescents. The subjects were 278 mothers of early adolescents
aged twelve to 15 living in Sadao District, Songkhla Province. Data were collected by
self-administered questionnaires from August 25 to October 4, 2002. Statistics used
for data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, chi-square
test, Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient, and Stepwise Multiple
Regression.

Results revealed that more than half of the mothers (54.0%) had a moderate
level of the practice of children’s rights, followed by low level (25.5%), and high level
(20.5%). The factors that were statistically significantly related to the practice of
children’s rights, at the 0.01 level, were perceived self-efficacy of the practice of
children’s rights, outcome expectation of the practice of children’s rights, marital
relationship, social support, education level of mothers, age of mothers, and
educational achievement of child. The factors that were statistically significantly
related to the practice of children’s rights, at the 0.05 level, were occupation of the
mothers, family type, and birth order of child. In addition, perceived self-efficacy of
the practice of children’s rights, social support, age of mother, educational
achievement of child, family type, family income, and educational level of mothers
could predict the practice of children’s rights by 34.9%.

Based on the finding, it is recommended that mothers should be encouraged
to practice of children’s rights, and knowledge and information about child care and
child rearing should be provided to mothers. Moreover, promoting marital
relationship, improving self-efficacy of the practice of children’s rights and
encouraging social support are also necessary for the development of the practice of
children’s rights of mothers.
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