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Elderly people are becoming an interesting issue in the fleld of population and

devclopmcnt in Thailand due to the increase in the aged population,both in nunber and
)demization has played an important role in

∬熾 憮g樋里盟:.蹴e」需1
the pattems and ttends of elder,liVhg
share of average expected life years l市 ed,2)

derけ liVing arrangements,and 3)to exalnine

the effects offcrtility decline and longer life expectancy on old― age living arrangelments.

Data sollrces are the 2% sample ttom 1970 and thc l% samples of the 1980,

1990 and 2000 Thai Population and Housing censuses,金om the National Statistica1 0fflce

S紆勢脱鰐嘔躙 秘鵠躙 臨菫肛HJ撫撤tables for the elderly in the four census yea

changes in elderly living arrangements and effects of independent variables on their living

arraniement privalence. Foi testing impacts of modernization on these living

arraniements, standardization approach is employed. The Schoeni method, using

multille-decrement life tables and decomposition, is also employed to examine changes

in exiected number of life years lived in various living arrangements for specific age-sex

groups and the effects of both fertility and mortality declines. The analysis is based on

persons aged 60 and over.

The findings indicate that there has been a decline in the proportion of elderly

living with at least one child, although it remains the most prevalent living arrangement.

Meaiwhile, both proportions of Thai elderly living alone and living with a spouse only

have increased, particularly for females in the arrangement of living alone and for males in

the arrangement of living with a spouse only. Various subgroups of the elderly are

associated more strongly with different types of living arrangements. Modernization,

measured in terms of the elderly population's education and place of residence, is

associated with a decline in parent-child coresidence and an increase in both proportions

of elderly living alone and living with a spouse only, but a decrease in the anangement of
living alLne among males when measured by education. There is not a clear trend for

male elderly living alone with the place of residence compositions of earlier years.

Expected liie years lived in each arrangement is affected by changes in living alone in

feriitity and mortality. Fertility decline has led to a decrease in the number of life-years

lived ior every living arrangement except the arrangement of living with at least one child-

Meanwhile, a decline in mortality has resulted in a rise in the number of life-years lived

for every type of living arrangement studied. Mortality decline had more effect on elderly

living u.rarge*erts than fertility decline during the period of time of demographic

transltion in Thailand. The hypotheses are all accepted, except the arrangement of living

alone among males when testing educational modernization's impacts.
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