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ABSTRACT

This study presents a phonological description of the Meixian Hakka Dialect in
Bangkok in comparison with Hashimoto’s study of the Meixian Hakka Dialect in
China.

Hakka is a language of China, still spoken in the south and the southeast of
China. It is also spoken in Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia.

The Meixian Hakka dialect in Guangdong is considered a standard Hakka
dialect. This study has an objective to study the phonological system of the Meixian
Hakka dialect spoken in Bangkok and to compare it with the Meixian Hakka dialect
spoken in China, as studied by Hashimoto.

This study found that the Meixian Hakka Dialect in Bangkok has 18 consonant
phonemes : /p, ph, t, th, ¢, ch, k, kh, 2, f, s, h, m, n, 5, 1, w, j/, 2 consonant clusters:
/kw, khw/ , all of which occur in the initial position; 6 final cosonant phonemes: /p, t,
k, m, n, 7/, 6 single vowel phonemes: / i, e, a, 0, u, ¥/, 8 diphthongs: / ia, ai, ui, iu, au,
oi, i0, eu /, 1 triphthong: / iau /. There are 4 tonal phonemes: / 1 / mid level /2/low
level / 3 / high falling / 4 / high level. There are two syllable structures i.e. open
syllable [C (C) V (V) (V) T] and close syllable [C (C) V (V) CT].

A comparison between the study of the Meixian dialect in Bangkok with that
of Hashimoto finds that the Meixian dialect of Bangkok has 18 consonant phonemes,
whereas that of China has 15. Consonant clusters occur in the dialect of Bangkok, but
none in China. There are 6 final consonants in the dialect of Bangkok, the plosives /p,
t, k/ and nasals /m, n, 1/, but only final nasals /m, n, 1/ occur in China. Bangkok’s
Meixian Hakka dialect has the central high vowel /#/, but China’s does not. The
difference between the diphthong of the dialect of Bangkok and that of China is that
the Bangkok’s Meixian Hakka has the diphthong /ui/, whereas China’s Meixian Hakka
has /ie/. Both dialects have the same triphthong /iau/ . Bangkok’s Meixian dialect has
4 tonemes, whereas China’s Meixian dialect has 6 tones. Both dialects have 2 syllable
structures: open and closed syllables. The differences of the structures are that the
Bangkok’s Meixian dialect open structure is: C (C) V (V) (V) T ,and close syllable
structure: C (C) V (V) C T; but the open syllable structure of the China ‘s Meixian
dialect is: (C) V (V) (V) T ,and the close syllable structure is: (C) (V) (V)N T.
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