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ABSTRACT
This study presents a phonological desc五 ption ofthc Meixian Hakka l)ialect in

Bangkok in compaHson宙 th Hashimoto's study ofthe Meixian Hakka Dialectin
China.

Hakka is a language ofChina9 still spoken in the south and the southeast of

China.Itis also spoken in Thailand,Shgaprcp Malaysia and lndoncsia.

The Meixian Htt dialectin Gllangdong is considered a standard Hakka

dialcct.This study has an o● cCtiVC to study the phonological sytterIIl ofthe Meixian

Hakka didect spoken in Bangkok and to compare量 宙 th the Meixian Hakka dialect

spoken in China.as studied by Hashimoto_

This study follnd thatthe Meixian Hakka Dialectin Bangkok has 18 consonant

phonemes:/P,ph,t,th,c,ch,k,kh,?,ts,h,m,n,■ ,1,W,j/,2 consonant clustcrs:
/kw,khw/,a1l ofwhich occur in thc initial position;6 flnal cosonant phonemes:/p,t,

k,m,n,1/,6 single vowel phonemes:/i,c,■ o,u,i/,8 diphthongs:/畿 L ai,ui,it au9

ol,io,euノ,l triphthong:/iau/.Thcre are 4 tonal phoneme∬ /1/mid leve1/2/1ow
leve1/3/high falling/4/hiま leVel.There are two syllablc smctures i.e.open

syllable[C(C)V(V)Ⅳ )T]and c10Se syllable[C(C)V(V)CT].
A comparison betwcen the study ofthe Mei対 an didectin Bangkok宙 th th江

ofHashimoto inds that the Meixian dialect of Bangkok has 18 collsOnant phonelnes,

whereas that ofChina has 15.Consonant clusters occllr in thc dialect ofBangkok,but

nonc in China.Thcre arc 6 flnal corlsonants in the dialect ofBangkok,the plosives/P,

t,k/and nasals/1n,n,3/,but o」 y flnal nasals/m,n,0/OCCllrin Ctta.Bangkok's

Me破 ian Hakka dialect has the central high vowc1/i/,but China's docs not.Ъ e

direrence ben‐ cen the diphthong ofthe dialect ofBangkok and」 ut ofChina is that

the Bangkok's Meixian Hakka has the diphthong /uil, whereas China's Meixian
has/ie/.Both dialects have the sallne t五 phthong/iau/.Bangkok's Meixian dialect has

4 tonemes,whereas China's Me破 ian dialcct has 6 tones.Both dialects have 2 syllable

smcms:Open and closcd sy■ables.■ c difFcrences ofthe smctures are thatthe
Ban3kOk'S Me破 ian dialect open smcmeisi C(C)V(V)(V)T,and C10Se syllablc

smctue:c(c)V(V)CT;butthe open syllable smcは 、ofthe China`s Mei対 an

dial∝t is:(C)V(V)00T,and the close syllable smcmК  is:(C)(V)(V)NT.
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