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The purposes of this research were to study the levels of participation,
factors aflecting participation of local people and the obstacles and recommendati
towards the participation in environmental conservation. The study looked at
quantitative and qualitative data. Quantitative data was collected by questionnaire.

study population was local people 233 household who have houses in Moo 4 Ban
Pak-Meng, Mai-fad Sub-district, Sikao Distict Trang province. The Statisti
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) was used for data analysis. In add

qualitative data was collected by in-depth interview and was analyzed by descripti
approach. The samples were the governors in the distinct and at local level and

related governors (5 people). The study concludes that the majority of local
participated in environmental conservation at a moderate level and found
occupation, social status and the utilization of Pak-Meng Beach made a signifi
difference to the participation in environmental conservation (at p-value < 0.01).

Additionally, gender, z1e, dwation of residence in community, knowledge on

environmental conservation, value placed on nature and environment and accesss

environmental conservation information made a significant difference to
participation in environmental conservation (at p-value < 0.05).

The obstacles to the participation in environmental conservation are lack
proper cooperation between local people and government offtcers. Local people lack
knowledge, understanding and awareness on conservation. The government

lack public relation information about Pak-Meng Beach and have no intention to
support local people to participate in the projects or other activities. Another
is the unclear documentation process for rights of land usage.

The study suggests that the government should cooperate with local people by
arrangement of meetings, seminars public relation projects ard other activiti
including giving out information about Pak-Meng Beach. Governors should pay

attention to the problems of the community by being closely in touch with
community. Manpower and the budget for maintenance at Pak-Meng Beach should

increased. Identiffing and separating the responsibility areas, the occupational

and the reserve area should be done accurately and clearly and announced to the
people. In addition, establishing measures for handling the .owners business

venders along the beach including punishment measures to suppress trespassers

the area of Pak-Meng Beach should be considered.
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