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Nursing documentation should provide a patient’s condition, recommended
treatment, nursing process and judgement. Nurses should record this information when
the patient first arrives, especially in the emergency department where there are many
patients, nursing activities, and limited time. The purpose of this study was to ascertain
the applicability of database nursing documentation emphasizing completion,
accuracy, and convenience of use. The sample consisted of all 10 registered nurses
who were working at the emergency department in Phaya Thai 3 hospital in April
2001. Data were collected using a database nursing documentation questionnaire about
demographic data and the emergency nurses’ opinion on database nursing
documentation. Questions concerning the nurses’ opinion of the database nursing
documentation were divided into two parts: completion and accuracy, and
convenience of use. The content validity was assessed by experts. Coefficient alpha
method 10 tests for reliability were used and yielded 0.71and 0.78, respectively. Data
were further analyzed by SPSS for Windows. The demographic data were presented as
frequency, while the applicability data were presented as mean score and standard
deviation. ‘

The results of this study showed that emergency nurses in Phaya Thai 3
hospital agreed with database nursing documentation. Completion and accuracy,
convenience of use and appropriateness of performance had mean scores of 2.24, 2.40
with a standard deviation of 0.45 ,and 0.54, respectively.

These findings suggest that the hospital should improve nursing
documentation and methods in order to reduce time and cost for documentation,
decrease the workload from documentation, increase bedside nursing care, and
improve nursing quality to the highest possible standard.
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