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Chilgdbirth is traditionally recognized as a period of physical and emotional stress.
Generally, the woman should have her needs met for help and care, which enables her to cope
with and to complete the labor and the birth successfully. That is, the woman experiences the
childbirth as a meaningful event, which can potentially lead to more positive effects on the
woman, herself, and the baby. The purpose of this study was to explore the needs of labor
nursing care and the nursing care response to those needs. The sample was 400 postpartal
women, recruited from Charoenkrung Prajarak Hospital. The instrument, ‘The care needs and
nursing care response to those needs during labor’ was designed by the researcher. Data were
analyzed in terms of percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, and one-way ANOVA.

The results revealed that the care needs were at a fairly high level, as well as the
nursing care response being at a fairly good level. However, the women’s care needs were
higher than the nursing care response to the needs (p< .001). Furthermore, the primiparas had
greater care needs than the multiparas. The women who were younger than 20 years old, and
those 20 — 29 years old, possessed higher labor care needs than those older or equal to 30
years old (p < .05). The women who had a vocational/university degree and secondary
education possessed higher care needs than those who had only completed primary school or
had no formal education (p < .05).

The results suggested that the labor nurses should enhance the nursing care response
to the women’s needs. Moreover, the labor nurses should provide care, by taking the personal

factors of the women into consideration in order to meet their needs.
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