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Thc ottectiVes Of this study are to: 1)desCHbe thc fe■ ility patems of

immigrants from Myanmar 2)study fertilly bchavior difFerences between Thai nat市 es

and immigrants,and 3)detcrmine the pattem of ferti‖ ty adaptation among immigrants.

The data come from three sources:thc survcy of Kanchanaburi proJect,inc!uding both the

flrst and second rounds(2000 and 2001),COnducted by the lnstitute for Population and

Social Research, Mahidol University, Tha‖ and.and an additional module added to the

prirnary survcy for thc spcciflc purpose of obtaining extra information on the migration

hヽtory of rcspondents Women of reproducJve age(15‐ 49)who Were li宙 ng in selected

areas of Kanchanaburi province were interviewed about their childbearing and migration

hヽtory The women were categoHzed into two groups:naJvcs(2676)and immigrants

(678).

Human behavior and social environment theories from socio!ogicai and

psychological perspectives relatcd to migrant fertility attustment in the migration process

are applied in the study. The fertility behavior of natives and immigrants are described

using va」 ous indicators,including the tota!fcrtilly rate(TFR),age SpcCiflc fertility rate

(ASFR), age at flrst marriage, age at irst birth, parity progression raJo(PPR),
contraceptive use,additionai ch‖ dren intcndcd,and unmet need.  Fertility adaptation is

conccptualized as one of thrcc pattems:fertilly assimlation,fertility disruption,and

fertility biculturalism.  The specincation Of pattern is investigated through cvidcncc

relatcd to changing parity progression Thc hypothcsis is that``fertility behavior among

immigrants will adaptto nat市 e fertilly thЮ ugh an assimilaJon process''

The results show that the ASFR in every age group of immigrants is
signiflcantly higherthan that ofnatives The TFR is estimated as 1 65 for natives and 3 19

for immigrants.The descripJons of fcrtilly beha宙 or conflllli the fertility difFerence.

Immigrant women marry at younger ages than do natives;howevcr,nativcs tend to have

■rst births closer to marriagc than do immigants  The PPR for cohort 45‐ 49 of

immigrants is consistency higher than that of nat市 es Contracept市c prevalcnce for

overa‖ mcthods is lower for immigrant women than for nativcs. Immigrants are more

likely to intend to have more children than arc natives.  Immigrants show a sman

percentage of unmet need for contraception Overall,nat市 es tend to limi their fam‖ y

size to two children while immigrants desire larger families

Event History Analysis is used to estimate multivariate life tabies of births

during thrce ten‐ year periods.The assimilation hypothesis is ttected lmmigrants do not

show any fert‖ ity adaptation pattem rclated to dmc spcnt in Thailand Howcvcr,thCrc is

some evidence ofa bicuitural pattem offerti:ity
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