14 JUN 2002

Q

A N

S

ADAPTATION OF FERTILITY BEHAVIOR
AMONG IMMIGRANT WOMEN

IN KANCHANABURI PROVINCE, THAILAND

SQN. LDR. NGAMLAMAI PEAILUEANG

With compliments
of

........................................................

A THESIS SUBMITED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR
THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (DEMOGRAPHY)

FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES

MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
2002
/\\‘\ ISBN 974-04-1542-3
COPYRIGHT OF MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
Nmmi
300%
£9,



. Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis/ 1V

4237159 PRDE / D : MAJOR: DEMOGRAPHY; Ph.D. (DEMOGRAPHY)

KEY WORDS : FERTILITY / FERTILITY BEHAVIOR / FERTILITY
ADAPTATION / IMMIGRANT WOMEN /
KANCHANABURI

NGAMLAMAI PEAILUEANG : ADAPTATION OF FERTILITY

BEHAVIOR AMONG IMMIGRANT WOMEN IN KANCHANABURI

PROVINCE, THAILAND. THESIS ADVISORS: VARACHAI THONGTHAI,

Ph.D., KRITAYA ARCHAVANITKUL, Ph.D., PHILIP GUEST, Ph.D., 190 p.

ISBN 974-04-1542-3

The objectives of this study are to: 1) describe the fertility patterns of
immigrants from Myanmar 2) study fertility behavior differences between Thai natives
and immigrants, and 3) determine the pattern of fertility adaptation among immigrants.
The data come from three sources: the survey of Kanchanaburi project, including both the
first and second rounds (2000 and 2001), conducted by the Institute for Population and
Social Research, Mahidol University, Thailand. and an additional module added to the
primary survey for the specific purpose of obtaining extra information on the migration
history of respondents. Women of reproductive age (15-49) who were living in selected
areas of Kanchanaburi province were interviewed about their childbearing and migration
history. The women were categorized into two groups: natives (2676) and immigrants
(678).

Human behavior and social environment theories from sociological and
psychological perspectives related to migrant fertility adjustment in the migration process
are applied in the study. The fertility behavior of natives and immigrants are described
using various indicators, including the total fertility rate (TFR), age specific fertility rate
(ASFR), age at first marriage, age at first birth, parity progression ratio (PPR),
contraceptive use, additional children intended, and unmet need. Fertility adaptation is
conceptualized as one of three patterns: fertility assimilation, fertility disruption, and
fertility biculturalism. The specification of pattern is investigated through evidence
related to changing parity progression. The hypothesis is that “fertility behavior among
immigrants will adapt to native fertility through an assimilation process”.

The results show that the ASFR in every age group of immigrants is
significantly higher than that of natives. The TFR is estimated as 1.65 for natives and 3.19
for immigrants. The descriptions of fertility behavior confirm the fertility difference.
Immigrant women marry at younger ages than do natives; however, natives tend to have
first births closer to marriage than do immigrants. The PPR for cohort 45-49 of
immigrants is consistency higher than that of natives. Contraceptive prevalence for
overall methods is lower for immigrant women than for natives. Immigrants are more
likely to intend to have more children than are natives. Immigrants show a small
percentage of unmet need for contraception. Overall, natives tend to limit their family
size to two children while immigrants desire larger families.

Event History Analysis is used to estimate multivariate life tables of births
during three ten-year periods. The assimilation hypothesis is rejected. Immigrants do not
show any fertility adaptation pattern related to time spent in Thailand. However, there is
some evidence of a bicultural pattern of fertility.




Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis/ V

4237159 PRDE / D : muindseminsenans; Us.a. (szvinsmansd)
v a ) (YY) a v d Yy A 1
Nuadle Aamase : MIdudmennziyugvesineduanimeanily
daniamayauys Yszmalng (ADAPTATION OF FERTILITY BEHAVIOR AMONG
IMMIGRANT WOMEN IN KANCHANABURI PROVINCE, THAILAND). AEA55UMS
AURIINETHNUS : 3350 nedlne, Ph.D., ngae e1watiana, Ph.D., Wady inad, Ph.D.,

190 #1111, ISBN 974-04-1542-3

y ¥ . )
msfnmasaiidunsinnnguithetuaainndszmamin aSsuiouduass inolasduiaid
0] 4 T 2
oweglutacionigiug (1549 1) fewveglumuiiRnfuluimiamyuns Taolisagussasdiiie 1)
afusuuuusuAzeIyRuuedinetu 2) Amnamuandvemganssunnigiufscnindiviudy
an3ing uaz 3) Amuanuurumsudmunnziyiuivesdieiu Teolddeyaydoginn Tasens
MYIUYIIOUN 1 (WA, 2543) waz soUR 2 (WA, 2544) sutiums Tasaouddsolsennsuasdeny
a o a Y a dyae 9 4 4 wa ¥y a4 o
unTinndouriag tozdeyadguginnganuuaeunmngiseadniu ummwizdssiansioiuvesaniann

N k4 il y ¥ 3
tszmamhluiungnm sawsnauaadnadu 3,354 au (aulno 2,676 au uaz Aoty 678 au)

a v o a o ¢ Yy ¥ a  a e 2 ¥
nmsefnemsdiuimunneiyiufvedinetu 1aldmauingdnssunyudsuFanadouna
i d y
denu NnfadinuInguazining Tavlidasiadiife dasussyiugs dasueigyiuiseery ewusn

dusd oIgielyasaunsn dadumsiiyasawddun msliitquintia anudosnsyasiiy uaza

dosmsauiutiai lildSunseouaues dmiuuuiwumstiudimannzniaiuivesdiotunissnaceu

td

1w Iasmualy 3 uuy fe msndunatvesnmzndyiu] mmgarzinvesnmznsaiug uazmsinun’l’

Y9N NZISYRURAY (uumuassiausssy) Taolauudgwd distuzdsudamuuumsndunaoves
a o ¢ aadqy & = o W a A Yy  a a

amznsyiug A ldmareude msndeuudasdhidunsliyasednaeiiosvesdinuduamszeznaieglu

Uszimea'ineg

A2 4

wamsfnuT fhedulisasweiaiugsweggenitaulneynngueny sasueTyiugsmues

@

Y a "o a 3 =] v ' - 3 o 1
aulnemiiny 1.69 uazvesddetuminy 3.19 dheduuasausininulng udaunoelignsindr dadu
MsiiyasnudIauh (ueig 45-49 1) vesdtnetugeniaulng  fnetuiidasuiniialassiudininulng

Aetuiinnudesmsyasiiuganauing  Tuwnsiidaduvesniudeansihildfunsaeuausavesd

L4

rodusgluszaud

manadeuauyagu laeldiTans wilss s iametinnadimsednwueamsiiyasdetiio
Ty 3 Frananfisumn wuh ghedulilddSuduuumsadunasuesnizinTaiugse iy lawaund

3w edwlsimunuuunuassiausssueasaldeivemsdiudimannzniyiuiuedieould






