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A STUDY OF THE ORGANIZATION OF MARCHING BANDS IN A GROUP OF SCHOOLS WITHIN
ST. GABRIEL’S FOUNDATION OF THAILAND.
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ABSTRACT

This research is a study of the Organization of Marching Bands in the Group of Schools
within St.” Gabriel’s Foundation of Thailand. This research is an anthropological study. All the
information was obtained by a quantitative method. The findings of the research into the organization

of the Marching Bands of all 4 schools are summarized below.

The broad policy of the bands is given by the school directors in all four schools The
music teachers must then arrange has various activities that consider the students’ situations and the
number and type of instruments of the school in order to obtain the greatest benefits. The bands of the
four schools have the same administrative organization. The band is always in the music department
and the activity department of the school with the director as its head.

There are between 1 — 4 music teachers who take care of 45 — 50 members of the band.
Two schools, Assumption and St. Gabriel, are well equipped with instruments while the other two
schools Assumption Thonburi and Assumption Sumrong, are not quite well equipped. Assumption
Thonburi, St. Gabriel and Assumption Sumrong have suitable facilities for rehearsing the concert and
the display.

All the 4 school bands are both well planed and organized in the long term. The
recruitment of new members from the students is done by school announcement. And the selection of]
the new members is done in accordance to their abilities in performing with the instruments. The
music teachers select the exercises and the pieces in three of the schools; St. Gabriel, Assumption
Thonburi and Assumption Sumrong. But at Assumption, the band members select the pieces under the
guidance of the teachers. Each school band finds time and place to rehearse by themselves. The bands
have to perform. The evaluation of the bands is done by the observation of the music teachers in three
of the schools; St. Gabriel, Assumption Thonburi and Assumption Sumrong. But for Assumption
school the students are given the evaluation forms to fill in.

The most obvious problems are the unpredictability of the administrators that do not
continue according to the original school plans and policies, the next important problems are the
unequipped music rooms, the poor quality of the instruments and the unavailablity of rehearsal rooms.
There are still very few music teachers to work with the marching bands. Sometime the teachers are
assigned to work on something else besides music.
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