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Since 1993 the prevalence of HIV infection among the pregnant women in
Suphanburi has been higher than that of the national level. It was estimated that the
increase of infection has been about 2-3% each year. Cases have shown evidence of
mothers passing the HIV onto their children thus adding more infected individuals to
the populace. The study of behaviors towards HIV infection of pregnant women aims
to examine HIV-related behaviors and epidemiological characteristics of the population.

The research is a case-control study with a group of 120 pregnant women
infected with HIV and 360 HIV-negative pregnant women. These women came to the
prenatal care of all the government hospitals in Suphanburi between September 1999
and October 2000. The data collected for the study was acquired through interviews
with these women and their husbands. All pregnant women were interviewed for
demographic characteristics, and the risk behaviors leading to HIV infection. All of the
variables were studied and calculated the Odds ratio (OR) and 95% confidence interval
of OR

The results revealed a number of behaviors significantly related to the
women’s infection of HIV. These behaviors were found to relate to both the husbands
and wives i.e.. husbands had sexual relationship with prostitutes and other women
(OR=19.24 and 5.97 respectively), women had first sexual experience with other men
(OR=8.5), history of prostitute affairs (OR=7.78), multiple marriages (OR=7.76) and
history of VD (OR=3.81). The behaviors of lesser degree of importance include
drinking, amphetamine use, history of imprisonment intravenous and drug injection of
husbands (OR =5.54, 4.2, 2.99 and 2.34 respectively).

It is recommended that a campaign for safe sex be continued together with a
campaign to promote the value of monogamy, the need for blood tests before marriages
and pre-pregnancy tests. It is also recommended that the AIDS and drug addicted

problems be given equal attention.
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