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This research was Qualitative Research studying the social and marital life
deaf people in Bangkolq and factors which affected their life, especi
communication problems. The researcher studied two groups of people who were r

from birth: one group consisting of married deaf people and one of divorced
people who were 20 years old and over and lived in Bangkok. Information
collected from related documents and by in-depth interview together with observati
by hiring a sign language interpreter to help. The informants' life histories
studied. The infonnation was then analyzed and interpreted. Results of the research
as follow:

Deaf people are people whose hearing is impaired. They have their
society and culture. They use sign language to communicate with their deaf fri
Most deaf people live among hearing people but were separately. There were
marital models consisting of deaf people being married to deaf people, and deaf
being married to hearing people. Most deaf people liked to marry deaf people
they understood deaf culture and could adjust to each other. Stability of these
models of marriage stemmed from mutual adjustment of the married couple. As
deaf people's divorce pattems, there were two models of divorce, consisting of di
between a deaf person and a deaf person and divorce between a deaf person and
hearing person. The researcher found that deafpeople's divorces did not stem from
communication problems but from other problems which were similar to those
hearing people. There were two pafferns of instability in marital status. The
pattern was deaf people who divorced and remarried. The second pfrttem rn-as
people who divorced and did not remarry.

Recommendations from this research are as follows: encouraging occ
for deaf people in order to reduce the number of rural people who migrate to
building Deaf Youth Centres in order to allow deaf people to use free time to
useful activities, giving of family planning information, giving AIDS preventi
information, and expanding education conceming deaf peopte to deaf people in
areas.
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