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The purposes of this descriptive research are to study the relationships
between the duration of children's education, duration of illness, family income, self-
perception and self-care operations capabilities in school-aged children with epilepsy
and to explore the predictive power of different factors on self-care operations
capabilities in school-aged children with epilepsy.

Orem's self-care theory was used as a research framework. Purposive
sampling was used on 100 school-aged children with epilepsy, attending the
pediatric neurology outpatient clinic at Pramongkutklao Hospital, Prasat
Neurological Institute, Ramathibodi Hospital, King Chulalongkorn Memorial
Hospital, and Queen Sirikit National Institute of Child Health between October 2001
and February 2002. Data were collected by interviews. The instrument for data
collection consisted of a background information of the subjects form, a self-
perception profile for children, and a self-care operations capabilities in school-aged
child with epilepsy. Data were analyzed by SPSS/FW using descriptive statistics
and hierarchical multiple regression analysis.

The results of this study indicated that self-perception had a mean of
105.89 (S.D.= 12.98)(total scores = 144.00), and self-care operations capabilities had
a mean of 76.46 (S.D.= 4.94)(total scores = 100.00). Self-perception was positively
correlated with self-care operations capabilities (r = .463, p < .001). Hierarchical
multiple regression analysis revealed that basic conditioning factors included
duration of children's education, duration of illness, and family income accounting
for 5.8% of the variance in self-care operations capabilities. However, the regression
coefficients of duration of children 's education, duration of illness, and family
income were not significant (p > .05). After entering self-perception into the model,
self-perception accounted for an additional 20.4% of the variance in self-care
operations capabilities (p < .001). The total variance of self-care operations
capabilities of 26.2% were accounted for by basic conditioning factors and self-
perception, with the significant regression coefficient of duration of children's
education and self-perception at the .05 level and the .001 level, respectively.

The findings suggest that nurses should be concerned with assessing
epileptic children on overall self-perception periodically, provide a group support,
and, assist epileptic children, as well as provide various forms of information
appropriate to epileptic children and their caregivers. Moreover, nurses should
emphasize the caregivers be aware of the need of epileptic children to take
medication regularly.
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