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The objective of this research is to study the ethical problems in the healing using
witchcraft practice among the traditional doctors called ‘Mhor Thum’ in tambon
Nongsuang, amphur Nongkungsri, Kalasin province. In-depth interviews were
conducted on the Mhor Thums, and those patients and their relatives who had used their
healing service. The ethical principles used as the basis for the analysis of the problems
are:1) respect of patients’ rights, 2) non-maleficence, 3) beneficence. The Buddhist
teachings for health care are also taken into account. According to the Buddhist
principles, the healers’ intention should not consist of greed, anger, and delusion.
Moreover, they should choose a morally right method in the fulfillment of their
intention.

Regarding the principle of respect for patient's rights, most Mhor Thums usually
failed to inform patients of the details about medical expense. Some did not respect their
patients’ privacy by talking about their information in public place. Some did not
disclose the information about the diagnoses. For example, some did not inform the
relatives that the patients’ illnesses were not recoverable so that they could keep gaining
the income from the continuation of treatment.

When it comes to the principle of non-maleficence, it appeared that the Mhor
Thums used violent healing methods like the pressing of a heated hoe on the patients’
body, or the wipping with rattan. However, it is hard to conclude that they were
maleficent because of the beliefs they held with respect to the nature of the disease. This
is also the case with seemingly exaggerated advertisements that they could heal all kinds
of diseases. Some made such ‘boast(s)’ because the spells they had learned were for
universal treatment.

Moreover, with respect to the principle of beneficence, the main flaw was that
they did not avoid causing their patients financial burdens when it was avoidable. And in
many situations their methods of charging were themselves the main cause of the
burden. The analysis with Buddhist principles showed that some Mhor Thums lacked
certain virtues like Metta, Piyavaca and Chanda. This mainly stemmed from their
intention being colored by greed.

It is suggested that further research be conducted on Mhor Thums and their
patients in other areas in order to make a comparison with this study. And, there should
be a study as to how the traditional ways of healing can be improved so that they are not
accompanied by moral problems and can have an important role in the public health
system.
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