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ABSTRACT

This study was an quasi- experiment designed to assess the effect of empowerment of
community participation on hookworm prevention and control. The sample consisted of 35 community
leaders. The research activities were implemented in the Lua community for 12 weeks during March to
June 2002. Structured interviews and observation was used for data collection before and after the
research activities were conducted, percentage, mean, standard deviation and paired t — tests were
used for data analysis. It was found that the empowerment program effectively increased the perceived
severity of and susceptibility to hookworm, perceived roles and responsibilities, self-efficacy expectation
and self esteem in hookworm prevention and control amongst village leaders. In addition, it enhanced
their ability to plan and implement activities in hookworm prevention and control through organized
community efforts to reduce the infection rates among village leaders,general population, and students
from 48.57% to 8.57%, 44.85% to 9.34% and 30.23% to 8.3% respectively.

It is therefore, recommended that this empowerment program shouid be applied to other

groups in a similar situation.
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