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The objective of this research is to study the process of local rice whisky
production and the economic benefit derived from it by studying 105 producers in
Maetun and Monjong subdistrict, Omkoi, Chiangmai Province.

This study uses quantitative research. The data was collected by an
interviewing method and was recorded on questionnaire forms. The descriptive
analysis was coded numerically for computer processing and presented in the
form of averages, percentages, distributions means, standard deviation, maximums,
and minimums. and the quantitative analysis was calculated by economic analysis.

The study indicated that the main process can be divided into two stages :
fermentation and distillation. Fermentation takes about 8-10 days. It is divided two
steps; the first is fermented rice with NaOH liquids about 2-3 days,and in the second
stage, the fermented rice is steeped in water and fermented until it become stepwash
liquor. This takes about 4-5 days; the distillation process gives direct heat to the
distilling pot and takes least 40 minutes. Both processes have existed for many years.
but powder ball (yeast) production is rare because the production process is
complicated and take a lot of much time. The production functions can be divided into
two: fixed production fuctions require a fermenting tank, pans, pottery. stoves.
paddles, cylinders, bamboo and pots which are mostly used in the distillation process;
variable production functions require labor, rice, yeast, NaOH,and fuel which is mostly
used in the fermentation process.Most producers are female.They can be divided into
three groups as follow: Group 1 are the producers who produce 100-400 bottles per
month; Group 2. produce 401-700 bottles per month; and Group 3, produce more than
700 bottles per month.The production period can be divided into two; February to
October and November to January. The study found that on average the total economic
benefits of local rice whisky over one year were:Group 1, 44,150 bath per household
:Group 2, 77,864 baht per household and Group 3, 138,444 baht per household. This
study indicates that the households of producers benefited from producing local
whisky by average of 68,741 a year per housechold and the total benefit from
producing local whisky in the study area was 7,217,806 baht per year.
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