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The purposes of this study are 1) to investigate students’ use of linguistic
features in terms of sustained speech; as well as functions, and social language
functions in their discourse, while being involved in cooperative structures, 2) to
investigate the quality of language input, output, and context in cooperative learning,
3) to examine the improvement in students’ grammar and oral competence, 4) to
examine to what extent the students have positive and negative attitudes towards the
cooperative learning approach.

The design of the study was based on a qualitative approach so the number of
subjects was small. The subjects were 9 second-year English major students selected
from a population of 53 attending the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Naresuan University, for the 2001 academic year.

Research data came from four instruments including a grammar test, a
structured field observation, a semi-structured interview and a reflective journal.

The data were analyzed and the findings of the study were as follows:

1. 85% of class time was provided for the subjects to produce and
comprehend their language discourse. The majority of language discourse was in long
English phrases of up to several English clauses or sentences. There were 39 language
functions and 3 social language functions which the subjects used in learning sessions.

2. The quality of language input was comprehensible, appropriate to the level
of the subjects, and suitably redundant. The cooperative language learning also
generated functional and communicative, frequent, and redundant input. The context
in the classroom was supportive and motivational context, as well as communicative
and referential, appropriate to the level of the students, and feedback rich.

3. All subjects had higher academic and oral achievement test scores after
engaging in cooperative language learning.

4. Nearly all subjects had positive attitudes towards cooperative learning in
terms of oral competence, academic achievement, social skills, personal development,
collaborative skills, thinking skills, and learning atmosphere.

This study revealed that cooperative language learning encouraged the
subjects to produce extended English discourse with meaningful manner in authentic
contexts. In addition, the quality of language input, output, and context had a positive
impact on the subjects’ language acquisition.
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