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The purpose of this study was to analyse the vocabulary input of class materials in
English for Science courses for first year and second year science students to find out
what vocabulary science students were actually taught at the tertiary level.

The course materials analysed in the study were intensive and extensive teaching
materials taken from English courses for first and second year science students from
Mahidol University and Khon Kaen University, in the 2001-2002 academic year.

The analysis tool in this study was the concordancing software (WordSmith
Tools).

The results of the study showed that the intensive and extensive course materials
for first year students at Mahidol University was covered by basic words in the General
Service List at 83.4% and 88%, and by academic words in the Academic Word List at
5.6% and 2.1% respectively. The intensive and extensive course materials for second year
students at Mahidol University was covered by basic words in the General Service List at
83.2% and 78.1%, and by academic words in the Academic Word List at 8% and 6.7%,
respectively. In the intensive and extensive course materials for first year students at
Khon Kaen University, words in the General Service List accounted for 89.9% and 85.3%
of the total words, the academic words covered 2% and 3.5% of texts, respectively.
Vocabulary input in intensive and extensive course materials for second year students at
Khon Kaen University had 83.4% and 82.7% coverage of basic words in the General
Service List, and 7.1% and 6% coverage of academic words in the Academic Word List.
Words from the Academic Word List appeared with greater frequency in second year
materials of both Mahidol University and Khon Kaen University than in first year.

This study revealed that vocabulary input in both intensive and extensive course
materials in English for Science courses at Mahidol University and Khon Kaen
University emphasized high frequency words. "Taught" vocabulary in word focus
sections was also high frequency words, rather than academic and low frequency words.
Moreover, vocabulary input in English courses for first year science students, in both
universities, was taught as a basis for English courses for second year science students.
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