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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the M.A. program in Applied
Linguistics (Teaching English for Specific Purposes) offered at Mahidol University by
using the adapted CIPP model (Stufflebeam, 1984) which emphasized four
components of evaluation including Context, Input, Process, and Product. The subjects A
of this study comprised 9 instructors, 18 present graduate students, 32 former graduate
students and 29 employers of former graduate students. Four sets of 5-point rating
scale questionnaires were employed as the research instrument. The data obtained
were analyzed by the SPSS program for Windows (version 10.0).

The results of this study showed that the instructors had ‘moderate’ opinions on
the suitability of the program’s objectives, structure and content of the curriculum,
students and outcomes. The present graduate students expressed ‘moderate’ opinions
on the appropriateness of the program’s learning setting, teaching aids, learning
resources, instructors, process of teaching and evaluation and procedures for doing
thesis research. The former graduate students also indicated ‘moderate’ opinions on
the program’s learning setting, teaching aids, learning resources and instructors while
they expressed ‘agree/appropriate’ on the process of teaching and evaluation,
procedures for doing thesis research, taking comprehensive examination and doing
independent study, and outcomes. Regarding the employers, they revealed
‘agree/appropriate’ opinions on the program’s outcomes. By applying #-test, no
statistically significant difference at p-value < .05 was found between the overall
opinions of the present and former graduate students. Furthermore, all subjects
identified that ‘Courses included in the curriculum were applicable to the present
English teaching situation’ was the program’s greatest strength In contrast,
“Textbooks and academic journals were inadequate and outdated > was most often
indicated as the program’s weakness. Furthermore, the subjects strongly suggested that
“The program should supply more textbooks and journals’. Finally, the employers
recommended that content areas in psychology be included in the curriculum for the
teaching career whereas writing and translation should be included for other
professions.
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