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The purpose of this descriptive research was to examine the relationships
between child factors, guardian factors, family factors and child physical and/or
emotional abuse among students grade 5-6 in Bangkok Metropolis. The subjects
consisted of 370 students selected by random sampling technique. Data was collected
from 15" to 31 January 2001. The instrument used in this study was a questionnaire
which included characteristics of children and guardians, family relationship, family
crisis, child self-esteem, child abuse perception, guardian personality, guardian
perception of child abuse, and child physical and emotional abuse. The data analysis
was performed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t—test, one-

way ANOVA, and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient.

Results showed that 90.8 percent of the students were abused by their
guardians. Type of abuse found were: physical abuse (3.8 %), emotional abuse (18.0
%), and physical and emotion abuse (69.0 %). The most frequent method of physical
abuse was hitting by a rod or a belt, and the most frequent method of emotional abuse
was yelling. Among child abuses, there were significant differences in child gender,
guardian’s marital status, and guardian’s education level (p-value <0.05). The
significant factors related to child abuse included child self-esteem, guardian’s
personality, family crisis, and family relationship (p-value < 0.05).

It is suggested that health care providers should be aware of child abuse
situations. Counselling and advising guardians, and promoting affection bonding and

warmth in the family would be effective strategies to minimize the problem.
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