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THAI STRING AND ORGAN ENSEMBLE : A CASE STUDY OF
VAJJARABANLENG
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the reasearch of Thai string and organ ensemble was to study
about the history, function, generation, management, social relation and song selection of
Vajjarabanleng Thai string and organ ensemble. Data collection was performed by studying
documents, observing the band, performance in field study and interviewing experts in
Thai string and organ ensemble. The data were analysed through the process of qualitative

research.

The results of this research indicated that Vajjarabanleng Thai string and organ
ensemble was originally named “Thechanasenee”. During the second world war the
Thechanasenee Thai string and organ ensemble was conducted by Jua Saneewong Na
Ayudhaya who was thé estabisher. During 2497 - 2500 B.E. Mr. Suvit Bowornwattana acted
as a leader. In 2600 B.E. the name of the band was altered to Vajjarabanleng under the
direction of Mr.Suvit Bowornwattana (managed by Mrs.Yupha Wacharanak). From that time
to the present the Thai string and o?gan ensemble has been used in joyful ceremonies and
has been broadcasted for entertainnient. The combination of Thai string and organ
ensemble was made by Thai string ensemble of which the definite pitch instrument, Jake,
was omitted ; the Klui was specially made ; the B strings of the Khim were supported by

bridges and two organs were added. The band usually performed songs in Tang Kraw



which was moderately fast. The Vajjarabanleng Thai string and- organ ensemble was
unique in the way that it had a band song and there were many Pleng Tao composed

especially for the band’s performance.

Although the Thai string and organ ensemble applied ;che use of foreign
instruments, organs, to Thai string ensemble, it conveyed beautiful sound and expressive
music fascinatingly. Thus it was very popular during a period of time. This statement was
evident for there were many performances in Thai Radio Station, T.V. channel 4 and the
Thai string and organ ensemble was orderd to accompany silent movies. Due to the
passing of time the society changed, thus the popularity of the band consequently
declined. Nowaday the action of the Thai string and organ ensemble has been less and less
observed. Therefore, the researcher sees the benefit of preserving the Thai string and organ

ensemble and making it popular among musicians and audience.





