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QUALITY OF LIFE IN FEMALE COMMERCIAL SEX WORKERS
IN BANGKCK
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Abstract

Quality of life (QOL) is the ultimate goal of life of
everyone. Attaining the goal of quality of life depends on many
factors. Female commercial sex workers (FCSWS) are an aggregated
group whose QOL is most questioned. This applies especially to
the group of female commercial sex workers in Bangkok which has
been revealed to be the largest group compared to other group of
FCSWS in other parts of the country.

The purpose of this study was to study QOL of the FCSWS
in Bangkok. The sample consisted of 400 FCSWS who were working
in sex service stations both openly and covertly in Bangkok. Data
were collected by using QOL questionnaires developed by the inves-
tigator according to the Zhan QOL concepts. Data were analysed
by using SPSS/PC* program for percentage, arithmetic means,
standard deviation and Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation
Coefficient. The results were as follow :

1. The biographical data of the samples revealed that
about half of the samples were between 18-27 years old and 1.3%
were younger than 18 years. Education was at the prathomsuksa
level and monthly income was between 2,000-10,000 baht.



2. The quality of life of the FCSWS was found at moderate
level in all components asked in the questionnaires namely life
satisfaction, self concept, health and physical functioning and
socio-economic.

3. The statistically significant correlation between
selected factors and QOL of FCSWS in Bangkok at 95 percents
confident 'intewal for mean, revealed as follows: positive corre-
lation between monthly income and QOL of the FCSWS (r = .2748),
positive correlation between education and QOL of the FCSWS in
area of Self-concept (r = .1528), negative correlation between
Jjob (openly and coverly) and QOL of the FCSWS in area of health
and physical functioning (r = -.1049), positive correlation
between number of clients served and QOL of the FCSWS in area of
health and physical functioning (r = .1059), positive correlation
between frequency of checking up pervagina and QOL in the FCSWS
in area of health and physical functioning (r = .1194) and
positive correlation between the use of condoms of clients and
QOL of the FCSWS (r = .1799).

According to the results of the study, the investingator
recommended that health team including nurses who take care of the
FCSWS should be aware of all factors affecting QOL of this group
of people. The problem of female commercial sex workers has
been accepted to be an unresolved problem of the country and it is
an illegal occupation. The government needs to solve this problem

very seriously.





