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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this case-control study were to identify factors affected mothers’
health behavior on the care of acute respiratory infection (ARI) and factors associated with
severity of ARI in children under 2 years of age. The sample were mothers of children under 2
years of age who brought their children with ARI to Chaopayayomarach hospital, Donchedi
hospital, Somdejpasangkarach 17th hospital and U-thong hospital. There were 130 cases of
mothers with acute lower respiratory infection (ALRI) children and 130 controls of mothers
with acute upper respiratory infection (AURI) children who were admitted and were out
patients in hospitals during August and October 1996. The mothers who were cases and

controls were interviewed by using structured questionnaire.

The results revealed that factors significantly associated with mothers behavior on
the good care of ARI in children under 2 years off age were mothers who had good perception
in the severity of disease (r=.5317), the low barrier of care ' (r=.4304), always receiving
knowledge about ARI from various sources (r=.1961) and having good knowledge in the
susceptibility of ARI in their children (1=.4267). The factors associated with more severity of

acute respiratory infection in children under 2 years were the presence of underlying disease



of children (OR=7.20 95% CI=2.24-23.17), incompleted immunization (OR=3.74 95% CI=2.13-
12.37) and mothers’ incorrect behavior on the care of ARI (OR=5.24 95% CI=2.98-9.28).

The result of this study can be used as a guildline to improve health education
which is emphasised on maternal perception how to improve mothers’ health behavior in the
care of children with ARI. Promotion of antenatal care, completed immunization and breast
feeding which can help reduce severity of ARIC reduced.
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