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ABSTRACT

Ttre objectives of ihis crce-control snrdy were to identiS fastors affected mothets'

healrh behavior on ihe cce of acrrte rc,$piraiory inftction (ARI) ad factors associabd wittt

severity of ARI in ctrildren rmder 2 years of ap. fire sanple were mothers of children under 2

years of 4ge who brought their chil&en with ARI o Ctraopayayomarach hospttal Donchedi

hospital" Somdejpasargkarach tZ6 trospitat md U-thong l$pitat. There were 130 cases of

mothers with acub lower respiralory inftction (ALRI) children and f30 controls of mothers

with acute upper nspiratory infestion (Atru) children who were admired and were out

patients in hocpitals during Augrrst and October 1996. The mothen who were cases and

controls were interviewed by using strustred questionnafue.

The resule revealed that facbrs significantly assosiarcd with mothers behavior on

the good carc of ARI in chil&en under 2 years off age were mothe$ who had good perce,ption

in tle severity of disease (r.5317), the low barrier of carc '(e.4304), always receiving

knowledge about ARI from various sourses (e.l96l) ard having good knowledge in the

susceptibility of ARI in drefu children G.4ZOlr. The factors associafed with more severity of

acute rcspiratory infection in children under 2 years were the prcsence of underlying disease



of children (OR=7.20 95clo CI42.$23.17), incompleed inmnmization (OR=3.74 95Vo CI=2.13-

12.37)and mothers' irr"*r; behavior on tre carre of ARI (OR=5 ./[ 95Vo CI=2.g8-g28).

fire result of this sndy cm be used as a guildlirn to inprove heallh e&cation

which is emphasisal on maemal pereption horr b inrprove mottprs' heafth behavior in tb
care of ctrildren wilh ARI. honrotion of anrenaral care, complered irnrnunization and breast

feeding which can help re&rce severity of ARIC rcduced"
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