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This study was intended tO exallnine the relatiOnship betwecn perception of risk

of AIDS,AIDS knowlcdgc and fcar of AIDS and the change of sexual risk bchaviOr

arnong bargirls wOrking in different entertaiIInent places in Vientiane,Lao PI)R. The

study used data collected from the KAB SuⅣ ey cOnducted dllring 1998 by the National

Cornmittee fOr Control of AIDS(NCC→ Of Lao PDR.Data concerlling a tOtal of 426

feinale respOndents,aged between 15¨ 41 years was referred tO in this study.

Most Of the bargiris were fOund tO have low leve1 0f AI]DS knowledgeo Higher

knowledge of AIDS was found among bargirls with older age, higher education, and

high income. Knowledge of AIDS was also found to be higher among the married
bargirls compared to single ones.

Single women perceived themselves more at risk of AIDS and were also found
to have greater fear of AIDS than manied women. The bargirls with high level of AIDS
knowledge and who had fear of AIDS were found to have changed their sexual risk
behavior than those with low AIDS knowledge and no fear of AIDS.

The multivariate analysis showed that the change of sexual risk behavior can be

influenced by fear of AIDS and high level of AIDS knowledge. perception of risk of
AIDS has no effect on the risk behavior. Level of education, the perception of risk of
AIDS, income, age and marital status of respondents were not related to change of
sexual risk behavior in this study.
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