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The aim of this study is to identify the patterns of transition to adulthood and to
examine the relationships between family background and timing of the trafisition.
The major research question is “What are the effects of the family background on the
timing of life course events that youth experience in the process of transition into
adulthood? ” The analysis uses life history data from the 1994 Family and Youth
Survey of Thailand and the 1986 Adolescent Sexuality Study of Hong Kong. The
Kaplan-Meier estimate of survivor function is used to estimate the timing of events
and proportions who experience them. The discrete-time logistic regression model is

applied to analyze the effects of family background on the outcome variable.

The findings on patterns of transition to adulthood indicate that Thai and Hong
Kong youth follow different patterns of transition. The Thai pattern is characterized by
early transition, while the Hong Kong pattern is one of late transition. Results of
logistic regression reveal weak and inconsistent effects of the family background on
the timing of the transition events under investigation. Effects of the family
background seem to be somewhat clearer among females than among males. Overall,
the findings raise some theoretical questions about effect of the family background on

the transition to adulthood.
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