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Wong Pi Mai Man (Pi Mai Man) is music played to accompany the Sen
ceremony of Lao Song. This ceremony is related to the tribe’s tradition in
worshipping “Phi Mod” (the Spirit),which has played an important role in Lao Song
society since the olden days. The objective of the study is firstly, to study the history,
development and musical composition of Wong Pi Mai Man and secondly, to study the
roles of Wong Pi Mai Man in Sen ceremony and in Lao Song society , as well as the
impact caused by social and cultural changes which affect Wong Pi Mai Man.

The study is based on humanities , using qualitative research methods. Data and
information were collected from documents and field surveys by recording videos,
voice, as well as observation and interviews conducted with Mor Mod (witch doctor),
Mor Pi (pipers) and general participants in the ceremony. These materials were used in
analysis and presentations.

The result of this study indicates that Wong Pi Mai Man is a ceremonial music
with a unique characteristic. The band is assembled woodwind instruments only,
without percussion or any other types of instruments. The music is played along
with Mor Mod’s chanting while conducting the Sen ceremony , which is related to
the traditional belief in Mor Mod. It is therefore closely linked with the Lao
Song’s way of life. Its roles and functions serve the people of Lao Song in
boosting mental confidence in both individual and social levels. Wong Pi Mai
Man is used in the ceremony as a means to contact the spirits and with its
performance, the music instigates faith in the people that leads to their confidence
in the successful result of the ceremony. On the social level, Wong Pi Mai Man
is a means to instill moral codes and to control peace in the society through
common belief in spirits. Moreover , it is also used as a symbol of social
hierachy of the Lao Song people. Nowadays, however, the roles of Wong Pi Mai
Man and Sen ceremony has been lessened due to social changes; Lao Song
people have adopted much of townspeople culture and values in their daily life,
causing changes in the traditional way of life, which involves beliefs in Spirits
and Sen ceremony. The attitudes of modern Leo Song people on such beliefs,
therefore, have changed. If the Sen ceremony is neglected, Wong Pi Mai will
inevitably be neglected, too. Thus, in the future, Wong Pi Mai Man might not
remain in Lao Song society. It could, however, remain in a preserved form
without roles and functions to serve the society as it used to in the past.






