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This thesis is an attempt to present a phonological study of Kayaw language
by using the Tagmemics theory. The result of this study shows that the phonological
system of Kayaw is composed of 20 consonant phonemes: /p ph b t th d k kh
c?2mnfefhhlrwj/,tenvowelphonemes:/i 1 e € a2 oum
¥/, and six tones: low clear tone, low breathy tone, mid clear tone, mid breathy tone,
high clear tone and high breathy tone. The syilabie structure is C{C)V'. There are
three types of syllables: presyllable, minor syllable and major syllable. There are four
types of words: monosyllabic words, disyllabic words, trisyllabic words and
polysyllabic words.

It should be noted that Kayaw language still keeps a phonation distinction
between clear phonation and breathy phonation. However, phonation is considered to

be a characteristic of tone since the feature of pitch is more prominent than that of
phonation. '
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