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The purpose of the present study is to investigate the use of Mandarin of
Chinese-Thais in Bangkok. The sample groups were Chinese-Thais who are
descendents of the speakers of the five main dialects as follows: 1)Teachiu, 2)
Hakka, 3)Hainanese , 4)Fukienese, 5)Cantonese.

The sample consisted of 500 subjects (100 subjects in each group). Their
ages were from 12 years and above. The data were collected and analyzed by
means of a sociolinguistics questionnaire to ensure a more reliable result.

The findings indicate that Mandarin is mostly used for entertainment, such
as for singing Chinese songs. At home Mandarin is seldom used, as all Chinese-
Thais have their own dialects and therefore tend to resort to using their own
dialects. In the near future, Mandarin is most likely to be used in areas of
commerce. As more trade and business has been developed with China, there is
an increasing demand for the use of Mandarin. Mandarin is a necessary dialect

for doing business with China.
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