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This study is a qualitative research of a specified case study. The sample

groups comprised infertile women who sougfot freatnelrf and infertile wome,n who did
not seek teatuent. There were 15 cases in each group. This research aimed at

comparing factors affecting help seeking behavior of infertile women in the context of
gender relations including feminine role, gender power relations, the context of
medical discourse regarding infertility problems, and the contort of daily spoken

words affecting decision making to seek heatnent by infertile wom€n. Selection of the

sample groups was made by snow-ball sampling and purposive sampling. In-depth
interview was employed for data collection in combination with various techniques :

Free Listing, Picture Code, and PRA-Participatory Rapid appraisal. The data was
analped using content analysis and narrative analysis.

The results revealed that the perception of the female's role was not different
between the group seeking infertility treatnent and the goup not seeking infertility
heatnent. Giving birth is a natural role of women, women have a role in producing the
next generation to take place of the old one, producing heirs to continue farnily lines,
family assets or the business of the men's family, and giving birth for their husband
so as to build up a warm and perfect family. Regarding 1[s 6saning of infertility,
those seeking infertility heahent felt that infeftility is an incompleteness, deformity,
and abnormality of females, and causes failure of achieving the role of good women
and good wife causing, sorrow and grief. The group not seeking infertility freatuent
said that infertility is just a natural abnormality. With respect to gender power
relations, it was fomd that factors determining power relations in the family were not
different between the groups which included an economic productive role of infertile
women, and pattern of residence after marriage. The context of daily spoken words to
the infertile women was found to be relatively negative. The context of medical
discourse regarding infertility is a crucial factor influencing infertile women to seek
'infertility treatment, i.e.. the meaning of infertility according to physical causes and
examination by a doctor, and identifing treatnent direction. Perce,ption of medical
discourse was made through various media" e.g., T.V, newspaper, magazines. The
treatnent of infertility mostly relies solely on the modern medical system. Much rarer
is integrated treatment mainly by modern treatnent in combination with
traditionaVlocal treatnent and altemative medicine. The duration of treatment of each
source is not certain, depending on the evaluation of the past heabnent, i.e. 1) the
success history of treahent and reliability of the doctor; 2) commuting distance; and
3) cost of treatuent.
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