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Opisthorchiasis is a leading cause of liver cancer, cholangiocarcinoma
and gall stone. This study was based on a quasi-experimental design to assess
the effectiveness of health education program on behavioral change aimed at
opisthorchiasis prevention and control among family leaders in Nonkhun
district, Srisaket province by applying HBM and social support. Ban Non
Sawang, Bauk sub-district was assigned as tlie experimental area and Ban
Phuk Ka Ya Yai, Poth sub-district as the comparison area. The sample were
100 family leaders with age 15 to 60 years divided into experimental group
and comparison group in equal number. Interview technique with structured
questionnaire and three episodes of stool examination were used for data
collection during October, to December, 2000.

Results showed that the health education program could significantly
increase in perceived susceptibility, perceived severity, perceived benefits of
opisthorchiasis control and preventive practices leading to a probale reduction
in the rate of opisthorchiasis. Therefore, the health education with the
application of HBM and social support program may read to behavioral
change among the people in similar context.
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