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This research study is a descriptive study which investigated the needs and J:hek~/
response to needs of parents of children with congenital heart diseases and the
demographic factors that influenced the needs of parents of these children. The subjects
were 180 parents including fathers and mothers of children with congenital heart
diseases who brought their ill child for follow-up and who were admitted to the heart
disease clinic at Siriraj Hospital, Queen Sirikit National Institute of Child Health, King
Mongkutklao Hospital and King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital. Data was collected
by means of questionnaires eliciting demographic data, and the needs and response to
the needs of parents of children with congenital heart disease. Data was analyzed by
using mean, standard deviation, ANOVA and Sheffe Test. ‘

The results of this study indicated that the total mean score of needs of the parents
of children with congenital heart disease was at a moderate level (X =3.00,S.D =0.50)
and the financial need was at a high level while other needs were at a moderate level
including spiritual needs, information needs, physical needs, household management
needs and psychological needs. However, the total mean score of response to needs of
parents of children with congenital heart disease was at a moderate level (X=0.50,
S.D.=0.30) and the mean score of response to needs of parents including information
needs was at a moderate level, while the mean score of response to financial needs,
spiritual needs, physical needs, household management needs and psychological needs
were at a low level. Educational level and family income were statistically significant
factors influencing the needs of parents of children with congenital heart disease.
Educational level was also a statistically significant factor influencing the needs of
parents of children with congenital heart disease, especially information needs (p< .01)
and financial needs (p< .001). In addition, family income was a statistically significant
factor influencing the needs of parents of children with congenital heart disease,
particularly information needs (p< .01), spiritual needs (p< .01), household management
needs (p< .05) and financial needs (p<.001).

The findings of this study suggest that pediatric nurses should realize the
importance of different needs of parents whose children suffer from congenital heart
disease. Furthermore, nurses should be aware that the parents’ needs can vary depending
on different factors especially educational level and family income. Nursing care plans

should be devised accordingly so as to enable the parents to take care of their ill children
as effectively as possible.
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