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The objectives of this study is to identify studies on the types of
medicinal plant treatment, utilization and the relationship of personal factors
and economic factors on medicinal plant utilization of the hill tribes at Doi
Musoe, Tak province.

The data were collected by using in-depth interviews as a
qualitative aspect and interview forms as a quantitative aspect. The data has
been analyzed using SPSS manipulated under Pearson’s product moment
correlation coefficient.

The results of the study showed that the utilization of medicinal
plants is only one choice among alternative treatments in the local pluralistic
medical system. Out of the total number of hill tribes at Dot Musoe, 31.6
percent of them used medicinal plants for their living. The treatments
included four main types; using medicinal plant only, using them as food
ingredients, using for massage and using with ritual. The results identified 66
species within 45 families were utilized as medicinal plants. The most
commonly used life form of medicinal plant were shrubs (32.7%). About
35.3% of the hill tribes utilized medicinal plants, about 21-40 grams each
time. For the frequency of utilization, 62.1% of them used medicinal plants
1-2 time each month. For the parts of the plant that were utilized, leaves
were the most commonly used ones (47.2%). For the mode of administering
medicinal plant, decoction was the most commonly utilized (53.1%). Age,
family member, and income had no correlation at the significance of 0.05
with medicinal plant utilization.

The hill tribes at Doi Musoe still use medicinal plants for their
living, however, there were less than 50 percent of them utilizing medicinal
plants. So, there should be a further study into the ways to promote and
encourage the young generation to be concerned about the knowledge of
medicinal plants before it will be lost forever.
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