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The tourist industry brings a large amount of revenue to Thailand. At the same time tourism brings with it
its own problems, especially in natural preservation areas which are very sensitive to change. Forest plantation
area is one of the natural areas which is less sensitive than others. This might be a suitable area for tourism.
Thungkwain forest plantation is a good area for tourism development being located in a natural preservation
area and it has many natural attractions and it suitable for adventure activities, for potential tourists. Moreover,
forest industry organization has a policy to use this area as an example for other forest plantation areas in

tourism development.

In this study, the criteria used to measure the potential for tourism development of the area was is there
(3) steps. Firstly, physical characteristics of the area were measured by Recreation Opportunity Spectrum.
Secondly, secondary data from concerned organizations was collected and interpleted by Arc View GIS
Version 3.1. Finally, Thai tourists, concerned officers and tourist agencies were interviewed. All data collected
was used to measure the potential for tourist development of the study areas with the view to setting

guidelines for nature based tourism.

The results of this study show that the Thungkwian forest plantation has the potential for tourism
development at the Semi Primitive Class 2 (SP II). This means that the basic facilities for tourism in the area
can be improved at the middle level. The Thai Elephant Conservation Center on the other hand, has the
potential for development at the Developed Nature Zone (DN) level. In conclusion, Thungkwian forest
plantation is appropriate for nature bases tourism development. To support this development, forest adventure
activities should be promoted, the relationship between human and elephant should be educated and
understanding in wood utilization and peaceful eco-vacation should be created. This research can be useful for

sefting appropriate recommended with respect to the periodic monitoring of any guidelines put into place.
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