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The purposes of this study were: 1. to investigate the general background of
Thai teachers of English using the Internet for teaching English in different
instructional situations in Thai public universities, 2. to explore English teachers’ use
of resources and computer-mediated communications (CMC) on the Internet and, the
frequency of their use for teaching purposes, 3. to survey problems related to their
current use of the Internet and expected problems in the future.

The subjects were 120 Thai teachers purposively sampled from 16 Thai
public universities. The research instrument was a survey questionnaire. The data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics to find out frequency and percentage of use. Chi-
square for frequency was run for finding statistical significance of the results. The
findings were as follows:

First, with reference to general background, it was found that more than half
(60%) of Thai English teachers used the Internet for some part of their teaching. Only
ten (8.3%) never used the Internet for their teaching. Slightly less than half (47.2%)
used the Internet for classroom teaching, while only 1 teacher used it for distance
learning. Second, regarding the use of CMC, and resources on the Internet, e-mail was
used most (54.1%). Most teachers used the Internet for planning (78.8%), for
accessing ready-made teaching materials online (65.5%) and a few for needs analysis.
(5.8%). Teachers also used web sites for accessing articles on English teaching
(69.1%), doing exercises from on-line courses (42.7%), summarizing news (22.7%)
and assessing work assignments using the Internet (20.2%). Nearly half of them
(36.1%) were interested in creating their course web pages to teach on-line. Third, as
for the problems of using the Internet, the most serious problem was limitation of
student access to the Internet (71.6%). Other problems teachers reported from their
current using were time consumption (66.1%), not knowing locations of required web
sites (56.0%) and not finding previously used web sites (52.3%). Most teachers
expected problems of lack computer skill in using computer-conferencing program
(67.3%) and in creating class web page (65.4%) for their future using of the Internet.
While some teachers (15.0%) lacked of skills in creating web pages in their Internet
current using.

In conclusion the following recommendations were made: training in
computer skills along with pedagogical principles of the Internet use should be
implemented more. Moreover, research on factors that influence the organization of
on-line courses and research on key problems that occur often should be studied.
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