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This dissertation is a cultural anthropological study using qualitative research methods, such as case
study, documentary study, and field research. The main target groups are farmers who have sold their land,
investors, traders, elderly people in the community, community leaders, general local people, government
officials and NGOs. The éim is to study the 1) history and background of Ban Nonmuang 2) suburban farmers’
way of life before and after land selling 3) factors affecting farmers’ decision to sell their land 4) changes and

impacts on the farmers’ way of life after selling their land and 5) problems and solutions.

This research found the following :

1) History and background of Ban Nonmuang : The community began 91 years ago with the migration
of Thai Isaan people. Most of them migrated from Ban Lanya, 1.5 km. northeast of Nonmuang.

2) Suburban farmers® way of life before and after selling their land: The original career of the farmers
was rice planting within their own lands. After selling their land, they moved into towns and searched for new
jobs available in the industrial and service sectors. Some work in the village.

3) The factors affecting the farmer’s land are divided into inside factors and outside factors. Inside
factors include debt, property inheritance, social values related to working comfortably in town and imitating
neighbors’ example of selling their land. Qutside factors include influences such as mass media, consumerism,
urban extension and environmental changes.

4) Changes and impacts : Farmers have been expecting material wealth and modern lives. These
expectations have caused changes in the farmers’ way of life and to every aspect of the social structure
including. society, economy, culture, natural resources, and people is behavior in the community. The
fundamentals of thoughts, values, and aftitudes have been formulated under the condition of expectations of
urban fortune.

5) Solutions : Career and income should be enhanced within the community under the principle of
sufficient economy. Correct information regarding advantages and’ disadvantages of land selling should be
provided to the community. Multifarious, systematic study and research should be conducted to gain means of
overall problem solving. Cooperation among other organizations, both governmental and non-governmental,

should be strengthened in order to solve the problems which have occurred.






