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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a study of the syntax of clauses in spoken Rangoon Burmese, the
standard language. The approach of the study is based on the tagmemic theory initiated by
Kenneth L. Pike. The clauses shown in the thesis are derived from not less than 10
conversations and 10 narratives, in addition to many other clauses elicited from informants.

This study has found that colloquial Burmese is spoken in many ways by changing
places and using many kinds of words, both in phrases and clauses. The structure of the
main clause in Burmese is subject- object- verb. The verb is placed at the end of the clause,
and followed by a verb suffix. The position of the subject and object can be alternated;
besides, there are 8 peripheries that modify main clauses. They are location, temporal,
manner, instruments, beneficiary, accompanying actor, accompanying recipients and final
particle.

There are 10 Burmese clauses that can be classified by main verbs. They are
transitive clause, intransitive clause, bitransitive clause, descriptive clause, equational
clause, motion clause, ambient clause, quotative clause, existential clause, and propulsion
clause.

Regarding the phrase level, there are 2 types : noun phrase and verb phrase.
Noun phrases must occur before verb . Their functions are to be the subject, object, time
indication, place indication, or noun modifier. Noun phrase structures are of two types:
the type that puts the modifier before the head noun, possessive adjective, determiner, the
identified color adjective, or the identified size adjective, and the type that come after the
head noun; the identified size adjective, numeral, classifiers or numerative, and moreover,
the identified color adjective, which can change places with the head noun.

Conceming the verb phrase, it is used as the predication which occurs after the
noun phrase. Verb phrase structure is to put the modifier before and after the main verb.
The modifiers that are put before the main verb are adverbs and negative words. The
modifier that is put after the main verb is a motional verb or a directional verb, auxiliaries
(1.e. mode and aspect ) , polite particles and predicate markers ( past, present and future).
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