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This was a quasi-experimental research aimed to compare the Foot Reflex
Zone Therapy (FRZT) on pain, distress, vital signs (RR.,PR.,BP.), and number of
doses of analgesic used in the first 3 days of vertical line abdominal hysterectomy.
The patients who received the FRZT or the usual care were in gynecological wards
(general-and private),Obstetric-Gynecology Department of the Faculty of
Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital, from April to June,2000.

A purposive sample was divided in two equal groups, 30 patients in the
experimental group and 30 patients in the control group.The study instruments
were comprised of demographic collection, Johnson two component pain scale, the
record form of vital signs automatic sphygmomanometer, and a watch with a
second hand. The experimental group, received the FRZT once a day. In both
groups, demographic data was completed. The vital signs immediately before and
after treatment was collected. In the experimental group the FRZT was performed
by the investigator, they received the FRZT once a day. The assistant investigator
completed the data about pain and distress. Both groups were administered for 30
minutes during1.30-4.30 p.m., on post-op day 1, 2, and 3. Data was analyzed using
t-test.

The results showed that: 1) The mean scores of pain and distress of
patients who received the FRZT were significantly decreased than before on post
op day 1, 2, and 3. 2) The mean scores of pain of patients who received the FRZT
were significantly decreased than patients who received the usual care on post-op
day 1 and 2. The mean scores of distress of patients who received the FRZT was
significantly decreased than patients who received the usual care on post-op day
1,2, and 3. 3) In the patients who received the FRZT the results showed only a
significantly greater decrease of mean blood pressure after receiving the FRZT in
diastolic blood pressure on post-op day 2, while pulse and respiratory rate were
significantly decreased after receiving the FRZT on post-op day 1, 2, and 3. 4) The
results showed a difference of mean vital signs in mean diastolic blood pressure (on
post-op day 3, only). The respiratory rate (on post-op day 1, 2, and 3) of patients
who received the FRZT were decreased than for patients who received the usual
care.

In conclusion, the abdominal hysterectomy patients in this study benefited
from the FRZT by relief of pain and distress through the promotion of relaxation.
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