T ann 27

4 SN
Hidgl, unERS

A SURVEY OF WHEELCHAIR SERVICES
FOR THE PARAPLEGICS
IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION INSTITUTES

WIRONGRONG YASASINDHU
z

BRI R T

N

L=

Sadrdnudy i

arenaann

R —

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS (REHABILITATION
SERVICE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES)
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
2002
ISBN 974-04-2065-6
COPYRIGHT OF MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY

™
W94 %
00}
¢.9



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis / iv

4136407 RSRS/M: MAJOR : REHABILITATION SERVICES FOR PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES ; M.A. (REHABILITATION SERVICES
FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES)
KEY WORDS  : WHEELCHAIR SERVICES / PARAPLEGICS /
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION INSTITUTES
WIRONGRONG YASASINDHU : A SURVEY OF WHEELCHAIR
SERVICES FOR THE PARAPLEGICS IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION
INSTITUTES. THESIS ADVISORS : POONPIT AMATYAKUL, M.D., Ph.D,,
SUMALEE DECHONGKIT, Ph.D., TOPONG KULKHANCHIT, M.A. 162 P. ISBN
974-04-2065-6
The objective of this study was to solve problems encountered by paraplegics
concerning wheelchair access. A specified random sampling technique was conducted
among 44 paraplegic wheelchair users, aged 15 years and over. The cases were
selected from four vocational rehabilitation institutes: the Phrapradaeng Vocational
Rehabilitation Center for The Disabled, Samut Prakan; Social Welfare Service Center,
Lopburi; Industrial Rehabilitation Centre, Pathum Thani; and the Redemptorist
Vocational School for The Disabled, Chol Buri. Interviewing and collection of data
was done by the researcher. Analysis was done by using descriptive statistics method.
Research findings indicated that most paraplegics were evaluated by
professionals before receiving their wheelchairs but such evaluations were inadequate
to meet the users’ needs. The five major problems were the incompatibility of the
style/size of wheelchair and the users’ body and the degree of disability, lack of
wheelchair training, lack of opportunity to select wheelchair style, repair and
maintenance services, and accidents and health problems. There are over 20 aspects
in which the researcher describes ways 10 solve all the problems found in this
research. It is recommended that wheelchair users should be given a better chance to

select the proper wheelchair, wheelchair training, follow up of their case, repair

services, and protection from accidents.
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