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The objective of this study was to solve problems encountered by paraplegics

conceming wheelchair access. A specified random sampling technique was conducted

amotg 44 paraplegic wheelchair users' aged 15 years and over' The cases were

selectedfromfourvocationalrehabilitationinstitutes:thePhrapradaengVocational

Rehabilitation Center for The Disabled' Samut Prakan; Social Welfme Service Center'

Lopburi; Industrial Rehabilitation Centre' Pathum Thani; and the Redemptorist

VocationalSchoolforTheDisabled,CholBuri.Interviewingandcollectionofdata

was done by the researcher' Analysis was done by using descriptive statistics method'

Research findings indicated that most paraplegics were evaluated by

professionalsbeforereceivingtheirwheelchairsbutsuchevaluationswereinadequate

tomeettheusers,needs'Thefivemajorproblemsweretheincompatibilityofthe

style/size of wheelchair and the users' body and the degree of disability' lack of

wheelchair training, tack of opportunity to select wheelchair style' repair and

maintenance services, and accidents and health problems' There are over 20 aspects

inwhichtheresearcherdescribeswaystosolvealltheproblemsfoundinthis

research. It is recommended that wheelchair users should be given a better chance to

select the proper wheelchair, wheelchair training' follow up of their case' repair

services, and protection from accidents'
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