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The purposes of this study were to investigate the general characteristics of the
injured in traffic accidents, who were admitted in Saraburi Hospital, and to find the
risk of severity of injury in those patients.

Results of the study revealed that in the motorcycles group, 80.20 percent
were male, and 45.80 percent were 15-29 years old; 56.07 percent were general
laborers, and 82.50 percent were drivers; 60.89 percent drank before driving, and
78.80 percent did not wear helmets. It was also found that 62.60 percent of the causes
of injury were vehicular crashes.

In the car user group, 63.60 percent were male and 34.10 percent were 30-44
years old. 35.70 percent were general laborers, and 69.50 percent were passengers.
Alcohol drinking was found in 20.40 percent of the victims: and 75.50 percent did not
use a safety belt. The most common cause of injury was a vehicle crash.

In the truck user group (6 wheels and above), 72.60 percent were male, and
40.20 percent were 30-44 years old. Most of them were general laborers; 65.90
percent of the passengers were injured and 53.30 percent of the injuries were caused
by turn-over.

The risks of severity of injury found in those inpatients were as follows:

A relationship was found between drinking, neglecting to wear helmet, type of
wound and age. The risk of death in the drinking group was 4.23 times that of the
non-drinking group. As for the severely injured group, those who drank had 1.48
times the chance of severe injury. Those who did not wear helmets had 1.80 and 2.14
times the chance of death and severe injury, respectively. Accidents caused by crashes
could be more severe than only vehicular turn-overs (1.57 times). The patients who
had blunt with penetration wounds had 2.62 times the chance of death, higher than
those who only received blunt injuries. Those who were 15-29 years old had the
chance of death 2.13 times that of those who were 30-44 years old.

In the car user group, those who were 45-59 years old had 1.93 times higher
risk of death than those who were 15-29 years old. Those who had blunt with
penetration wounds had 3.40 times the risk of death, more than those who had only
blunt injuries. Alcohol drinking can cause 2.66 times the risk of death, compared to
those who do not drink.
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