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This research is concerned with the study of musical materials and structures of
music in the movie “Star Wars”, composed by John Towner Williams. The contents
of the study include John Towner Williams’s biography and works, as well as an
analysis of the important musical elements of three pieces from the film. The elements
analysed are melody, rhythm, harmony, and orchestration. The study used the
musicology method of analysis. The content is also concerned with the study of the
relationship between the music and the movie.

John T.Williams was born in 1932 in New York. He is famous for composing
film music and winning many Academy Awards. Williams has written not only film
music, but also written music in many other genres. At present, he is a music director
and conductor. He is a guest conductor of many orchestras and performs on many
occasions.

The analysis of three pieces -Star Wars Main Title Music, Princess Leia’s
Theme, and The Throne Room and End Title- found that these consist of only five
main melodies. Those melodies are “Luke’s Theme”, “Princess Leia’s Theme”,
“Ben’s Theme”, “Rebel Fanfare” and the new melody “Land of Hope and Glory”.

John Williams used many kinds of orchestration techniques such as
modulations, various rhythms, harmony, and orchestrations, which gave the pieces
more variety. The three pieces are related to the story. He predominantly used
thematic material to represent each character. Other purposes of music in the film are
to tell the story, to support the performance of the characters, to elicit the audience’s
emotions, and to the end the story.
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