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The global increases of the ageing population have been a concern for many years. All developed
countries and some developing countries are now having issues of population ageing. Population ageing is
caused by both declining fertility and mortality. The longer lives make the number and proportion of the
elderly rapidly increase, while those of the young are decreasing. During the last four decades Thailand has
also experienced the process of population ageing. Although there is evidence that both the number and
proportion of Thai elderly are increasing, the reasons for the longevity among these elderly is not clear.
Thus, this study aims to scrutinize the trends, patterns and sex differentials of survival among the Thai
elderly. The series of Surveys of Population Change (SPC) from the year 1964, vital registration and
population projections are used. Life table techniques and survival estimations are employed.

It was found that the longevity of the Thai elderly as indicated by life expectancy has been
increasing over time for both males and females. Females have longer lives than do males. However, over
time increases in the number of years lived were greater for males than for females. Accelerated increases
in life expectancy among the elderly have been occurring since 1985. If this trend continues, there will
come a time when male and female life expectancies will be the same. Although the years of life of both
males and females have been increasing, there has been no increase rectangularization of survival curves
among the elderly. This evidence leads to accepting the first part of the first hypothesis while rejecting the
second part of the first hypothesis.

After regional survival differentials among the Thai elderly were analyzed, it was found that
almost all findings were the same as the results found at the national level. It was found that there are
differences of survival times among the elderly in each region, both males and females. The elderly in
Bangkok had the highest life expectancy while the elderly in the South had the lowest life expectancy in the
latest period (1995 — 1996). The one different finding from the national level was the trends of life
expectancy at ages 60 and 80. Instead of increasing, they have been decreasing.

For urban-rural survival differentials, it was also found that females in all areas defined in this
study, highly urban, urban and rural provinces, had higher life expectancies than males. The elderly, both
males and females, who live in urban provinces had the highest survival times compared to highly urban
and rural elderly. The results of this study lead to the acceptance of the second hypothesis and rejection of
the third hypothesis.

From this study, the study of only sex, regional and urban-rural survival differentials is not enough
for all program implementations. The study of differentials between social classes, minority or sub-special
population groups is also recommended. Decomposition of mortality by causes of death is another
interesting topic for program implementation. It is recommended that to study survival among the Thai
elderly, longitudinal data, many of it already existing in Thailand, is required.

For program implementation, programs to increase survival rates among the elderly are
recommended. Moreover, the findings from urban-rural survival differentials suggest that the elderly who
live in moderately urban areas obtain more benefit than those who live in areas that are too highly or too
lowly urbanized. Thus, development strategies should be made with awareness of these differentials.
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